Introduction
The considerable number of environmental samples analysed in the author's laboratory, and the wealth of information typically generated by Gas Chromato- graphy/Mass Spectrometry (GC/MS) techniques, have focused interest in applying the powerful features of today's desk-top microcomputers to the needs of environmental analysis [1 and 2] .
When the laboratory became involved with the routine analysis of polychlorinated dibenzofurans and polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins (PCDFs and PCDDs, respectively), it was realized that processing the large amount of acquired data would require designing and implementing a fast and reliable data processing scheme. Such a 'scheme' would have to quantitate PCDFs and PCDDs from GC/MS data by (1) [3] . Prompted [6] . Once transferred, the data file is ready to be processed by the microcomputer.
TASQ programs
The ASCII file transferred from the HP system is a duplicate of the integration file. Thus, it is arranged as illustrated in figure 1. [7] and Sideways [8] . These will be discussed briefly. Figure   3 shows the scheme through which data files are transferred and processed. contains every data file and keyboard-parameter used to quantitate the sample, and serves as a record for future reference (see figure 6 ). Figure   7 shows an example ofpart of this 'peak matching report'. 
